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poetry then popular. He also
translated Virgil's Georgics, 1770,
and Aeneid, 1804 ; and Milton's
Paradise Lost, 1804.

Delinquency. Minor acts of
anti -social behaviour or petty
crimes, which do not cause the
person committing them to be
regarded as a confirmed criminal.
A juvenile delinquent is thought
of as capable of reform if the
reasons for Ms offence can be
ascertained and put right.

Deliquescence (Lat. deliques-
cere, to melt away). Property
possessed by some chemicals of
becoming liquid by absorption of
moisture from the air. The salt
must be readily soluble and the
solution produced must have a
smaller vapour pressure than the
mean vapour pressure of the
water in the air. Such substances
continue to withdraw water from
the moist air until the partial
pressure of the water vapour
becomes equal to that of the
solution produced. Calcium chlor-
ide is markedly deliquescent, and
this property is utilised in several
ways. See Chemistry ; Liquid.

Delirium (Lat. de, from, off;
lira, furrow, track). Condition of
mental disorder usually accom-
panied by hallucinations and de-
lusions. It may arise from
various causes. Low muttering
delirium is often seen in states of
exhaustion following high fever or
acute illness. The patient lies
still, or twitches his muscles and
picks at the bedclothes, and mut-
ters incoherently, taking little
notice of those around him. If
spoken to, he may reply in such a
way as to show that his mind is
wandering. Active delirium may
follow severe injuries, particularly
when they have led to septic
wounds. The patient ia not
usually violent.

Acute noisy delirium may be
associated with other indications
of insanity, or may be the result of
poisoning, the most frequent form
of which is long-continued alco-
holism leading to delirium tremens.
The symptoms are great excite-
ment, it being often difficult to
prevent the patient from jumping
out of bed, delusions, and halluci-
nations in which he believes he sees
reptiles, insects, and other creatures;
natural or fantastic, from which he
continually tries to escape. Bella-
donna (deadly nightshade) poison-
ing frequently causes delirium.

Delirium being a symptom and
not a special disease in itself, treat-
ment must be directed towards the
condition which gives rise to it.
During an acute attack sedative

drugs such as chloral and
barbiturates may be given. In
delirium tremens the vitamin B
complex must be given. Care
must be taken to prevent the
patient from injuring himself, and
he must never be left alone, as
there is a distinct risk of his at-
tempting to commit suicide.

Delitzsch. Town of Saxony.
It stands on the Lober, 12 m. N.
of Leipzig. A rly. junction, it has
several manufactures, including
tobacco. It has a 14th century
castle, churches, etc. The town
became Prussian in 1815.

Delitzsch, FRANZ (1813-90).
German Biblical critic. Of Jewish
descent, he was born Feb. 23,
1813, at Leipzig, and educated at
the university there, devoting
special attention to Hebrew and
theology. In 1846 he became pro-
fessor of theology at Rostock, in
1850 at Erlangen, and in 1867 at
Leipzig, where he remained until
his death, March 4,1890. Delitzsch
has been claimed as a founder of
the higher criticism, and he passed
from strict Lntheranism to a
position nearer the radical critics.
He revised texts of many of the
O.T. books, and a translation of
the N.T. into Hebrew. His son,
Friedrich Delitzsch (1850-1922),
was a distinguished Assyriologist.
Delium. Ancient coast town of
Boeotia, Greece, 25 m. N, of
Athens. It was named from a
neighbouring temple to the Delian
Apollo, used by the Athenians as
a fortress. Here the Boeotians
defeated the Athenians in 424 B.C.
Delius, FREDERICK (1863-
1934). British composer. Of
German parentage, he was born
at Bradford
Jan. 29, 1863,
the son of a
wool mer-
chant. Edu-
cated at Brad-
ford grammar
school and the
International
college, Isle-
wort h, he
migrated to
Florida, where
for two years
he worked as an orange planter.
In 1886 he returned to study music
at Leipzig (where he came under
the influence of Grieg), then to live
in France, partly in Paris, partly
at Grez-sur-Loing, near Fontaine-
bleau. His first published work
was Le"gende for violin, 1892.

It was owing to Sir Thomas
Beecham (q.v.) that Delius's music
secured general recognition in
England. In MR highly individual

Frederick Delius,
British composer

choral works, Mass of Life, Sea
Drift, Song of the High Hills,
Requiem, the words are apt to
merge in a sea of sound; this
idiosyncrasy at first alienated
British audiences accustomed to
an academic style of choral music.
In his idylls and tone-poems, On
Hearing the First Cuckoo in
Spring, Brigg Fair, Paris, Summer
Night on the River, Song Before
Sunrise, Delius aimed at a vague-
ness of rhythm as if to concentrate
his hearers' attention on the
quality of each sound. This
music, evocative of a delicate,
dream-like world, marked the
summit of his genius. Of six
operas, Koanga, 1896, and A
Village Romeo and Juliet, 1907,
were performed in London. Other
works include a string quartet,
four concertos (pianoforte, violin,
'cello, and violin and 'cello), inci-
dental music to Hassan, and songs.
In 1929 and 1946 Beecham or-
ganized and conducted festivals in
London of concerts devoted to
Delius's works. In spite of total
blindness and partial paralysis,
Delius was enabled to complete
his Songs of Farewell through the
help of Eric Fenby. Delius, who
was made Companion of Honour
in 1929, died at Grez-sur-Loing,
June 10, 1934. Consult Lives, P.
Heseltine, 1923; C. Delius
(brother), 1935; E, Fenby, 1936;
A. Hutchings, 1947.
Delius, NIKOLADS (1813-88).
German Shakespearian critic.
Born at Bremen, Sept. 19, 1813,
he studied at Bonn and Berlin,
and travelled in England and
France. He settled at Bonn in
1846, holding professorships of
Sanskrit and English literature
until his death, Nov. 18, 1888.
In the front rank as a criticism of
text, his edition of Shakespeare
(1854-61, with supplement, 1865)
is his best work. His Shakespear-
ian dictionary was published 1852.
Delivery (de, from ; liber, free).
In law, a necessary part of a con-
tract. The goods or property
transferred must be delivered, and
English law contains elaborate
provisions as to what constitutes
delivery. In early legal systems
delivery was often effected by a
symbol, and there are vestiges of
this custom today. Thus a man
parting with a piece of land would
personally hand a clod of earth to
the new owner. Gaol delivery is
the visit of the judge at the assizes
to try those who are detained in
prison. The word is also used in
other senses, f.g. the delivery of a
baby or a speech. See Contract,
Conveyancing; Possession.